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Namoskar, dear friends and respected guests,

It is with profound gratitude and heartfelt appreciation that I
share my thoughts with you today as the president of Bichitra.
Since our inception in 1974, Bichitra has grown into a vibrant
hub of cultural celebration and community spirit.

This year is not only special because we are marking 50 years,
but also because it is a testament to the resilience of our
community. From our elders who laid the foundation to the
younger generation who has brought fresh energy and ideas.
Bichitra has always thrived on inclusiveness and innovation.

As we reflect on our journey, we are reminded of the countless
events that have brought us together, each a shining example
of our collective passion and hard work. From the elaborate

preparations of our Durga Pujo celebrations to the myriad social events that enrich our lives, each
moment has been crafted with care, love, and commitment.

Thank you for your continued support, for your hard work, and for the heart you bring to everything we
do. Here's to many more years of celebrating our culture, nurturing our community, and making memories
together.

We are already into very special period of the year when every Bengali's mind is filled with excitement,
colors, sense of unity and festivity. My special memories from childhood were new clothes gifted by
parents, sounds of Dhak, colorful balloons, pandal hopping with parents and siblings and those special
Kali-Patka. Those precious moments always bring a smile to my face and remind me of the happy fimes.

We will be celebrating this year's Durga Pujo with your gracious presence, soulful prayers, cultural
performances, and family gatherings.

It is an honor to welcome you all to this year's Durga Pujo and cultural program organized by Bichitra. As
we gather today to celebrate, let us remember the deeper significance of this festival. Durga Pujo is not
only about worshipping the goddess, but also a time for us to connect with our family and friends, to
celebrate our culture, and o remember the values that Ma Durga represents — strength, kindness, and
the victory of good over evil. These values have always inspired us to promote wellness of our community.

May Ma Durga bless us all with peace, happiness, and success.

Wishing you all a joyous and blessed Subho Sharodiyal

Kapil Gupta
Bichitra President 2024-25
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Fr'om ’rhe Dur'ga Pu ja Chcur'per'son

As Bichitra approaches 50 up, my family has been a member for the entire duration. My participation
stems from my father, for whom this organization was a way to stay connected with his Bangladeshi
roots and Bengali culture. Over the years, my connection to Bichitra has wax & waned - but I had always
returned seemingly at his behest.

Originally the organization was formed to fill a large social and personal void for Bengalis immigrating to
Michigan. Over the decades, that void has dramatically diminished and as a result, Bichitra has seen its
role change significantly. Landmarks such as 9/11 and Covid, as well as advents like social media and
inflation have created quite the balancing act. Despite the challenges, Bichitra has tfaught me about
sustaining heritage for a second generation.

In 2022, my father became ill and as is typical, my family did its utmost to keep him alive as long as
possible. Often the most resources are spent at the very end. Despite best efforts, he nonetheless
passed the next year. Everyone and everything has its time. I kept reminding him that he was very
fortunate to have made it to 85, and that I hope to be as lucky as him. Similarly, Bichitra is fortunate to -
have made it to 50. :

Shubho Bijoya & Shalom,
Anindya Roy
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Ma Durga’s blessings te all

Fram the Ghash, Ray and Raesa families
Runa, Ruby, Ravi, Gigi, Pastha, Jayanta, Cayden and
Cuistian
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Governing Body Members — can help you get connected with the community.

Probir Sil - Involved with
Bichitra for around 20 years
My reason to join the Bichitra
community was more
self-centered. | was desperately
looking for a community that
could give me the feeling of
home away from home.

As time progressed, | and my family
that every year we will get to enjoy the festivities rooted
in Bengali culture without knowing how things were
managed, but we were happy that we could relive our
back home days and were able to give our children some
sense of what it means to have Bengali root.

With time, came the realization that this wonderful
tradition cannot continue if we just enjoy from the
sidelines. It depends on our active participation. It is now
my turn to give back to the community that welcomed me
with open hands and keep the ball rolling.
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Soumya Mukhopadhyay

My history with Bichitra goes

Sampada Banerji

Endowment committee

Principal endower

Bichitra has been an integral
part of our family for over

18 years. Initially, most of my
time was spent in the hallways
during the Bichitra events
keeping Anukul and Kyle busy. Bangla was still a new
language/culture to me. Path Bhaban gave us new best
friends. Weekly Friday classes were religious attend so
the boys can learn, and | can get my adda time. Bichitra
became our extended family - bringing everyone together
across all generations. Over the years, | was fortunate to
work with so many of you on various committees - learn
the ropes of Governing Body from Satyenda and
Pranabda. Thanks to my Bichitra peeps - today, | feel no
more as an outsider — I’'m a Bengali with an accent.

This year again excited to be a part of Bichitra’s coveted
endowment committee that has been instrumental in
donating funds and time to support local and international
communities to help less fortunate.

back 40+ years when my parents
my brother and | to the Bichitra
Pujas.

Having grown up in the Ann
Arbor area (Go Blue!), we
weren’t able to attend all the
events but we really looked
forward to attending Durga Puja. It gave us the
opportunity to see many of our friends and more
importantly play all day...

As | got older, | got more involved in the local Bengali
organizations, starting with Ann Arbor’s Mitali and then
Bichitra (once my wife and | moved to Troy over 15
years ago). Over the years, I've held various governing
body positions in both organizations, but the work |
enjoyed the most has always been the transportation
team work.

I’'m so happy my son can grow up in such a wonderful
Bichitra community and is able to experience many of
the same things | did as a child. Some of my closest
friends to this day are folks | grew up with within the
Bichitra community and it looks like my son is following
in my footsteps...

Anirban Chandra

Connected with Bichitra for the
past 4 years.

Connection to the Bengali
roots for the entire family and
making friends motivated me
to join Bichitra.

I will always fondly cherish all

interactions that Bichitra community has added to our

The adda, fun and social

lives.

Let’s keep the community membership growing, have
bigger and better events and work together to instill
love and pride for our Bengali heritage in future
generations.
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Sourav Paul

Audit Committee — Junior Auditor

| have connected with Bichitra for the past 3 years.
It has helped me and my family to connect to our
Bengali roots in the USA and gave my daughter

the opportunity to cherish our rich heritage far away

s

from home. | am fortunate to be part of our theater group
Bohuroopee which gave my wife and me a chance to
explore a hidden enthusiasm for acting.

In the past 3 years | have seen so many new people
becoming a member and as always, bring additional value
to the table. From being an outsider coming to see

Durga Pujo to becoming a member and this year becoming a

committee member, gives me the opportunity to be more involved with the organization and give
back to the community. | hope to see more people joining Bichitra and make it grow along the
line.

Anjan Mitra

My name is Anjan Mitra, and | am currently a member of the

Bichitra Endowment Committee (BEC). It has been a long association with
Bichitra family. | landed in USA during late 2003 and witnessed the first
overseas Puja in Bichitra in 2004.

Today Durga Puja has been enlisted by UNESCO list of intangible cultural
heritage, but it did not have such worldwide recognition in those days.

It was beyond our expectation to regain the energy to recollect the
melodious sounds of Kansor Ghanta and Dhak outside Kolkata/West Bengal!
But Bichitra made it happen. It was mind-boggling experience to see Engineers in the role of Purohit,
taking part in various creative competitions, and exhibitions & performance by our friends, endless adda
and reaffirmation of happy self.

Even though the overseas Puja is condensed to two and half days from five days (as in Kolkata) the
celebration is much more beyond the time constraint. Key motivation behind wearing the traditional
Bengali Kurta-pyjama out from the suitcase, fire up the GPS, arrive at the Puja venue is the tonic of
increased socialization and strengthen bonds between friends and families. We all celebrate this great
festive event of our community together with fun and frolic. Be it for few moments — we keep our minds
away from the competition, share markets, globalizations, mergers, acquisitions and enjoy every bit of the
jam-packed cultural program.

2O - 3895/2024 Page | 10
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Mitali Chaudhery

My name is Mitali Chaudhery. | have literally grown up with
Bichitra, and my fondest memories are of preparing for
Durga Puja - be it through dance productions, music, or
volunteering. From the inception of the Bengali organization
in Ann Arbor, Mitali, to the many years of participating in
Bichitra,

| saw my father be President of Bichitra; witnessed my mother
making hundreds of rasgullas for pujas and hold weekend
sleepovers with my generation of kids at that time as we
prepared Tagore's dance dramas or creative musical programs;
and, much later, | served as a Secretary myself.

Growing up amidst all my Mashis and Meshos, Kakis and

Kakus, Bichitra has become like an extended family, cherished
and respected, a community that gave me the

outlet to enrich my life and strengthen my identity. The Bengali culture remains a very important part of my life,
and | treasure sharing this culture and its traditions with the next generation. | am very thankful to be a part of this
growing community and hope Bichitra will continue to be a source of pride for Bengalis in Michigan.

Rupali Mukherjee - Assistant educator

| moved to Michigan in August 2019, and my journey with Bichitra
began in 2021 when my family and | attended one of their summer
picnics. What started as a casual event turned into something
much more meaningful. Since then, we’ve not only taken part in
cultural events like Bohurupree's drama, fashion shows, and
dances, but we've also found a community that feels like family.
Coming from Delhi, where we celebrated Durga Pujo, Kali Pujo,
Nababarsho, and other festivals with passion and joy near Kalibari,
we longed for that same connection when we moved to the US.
Bichitra became that bridge for us, helping us stay rooted in our
Bengali culture. It's more than just an organization—it’s a lifeline

to our heritage. Whether it’s through the celebrations, the bhog, s
or the laughter-filled addas, Bichitra brings us closer to home, filling our hearts with nostalgia and joy. As a part of
this prestigious organization, | wish Bichitra reaches new heights with each passing year giving us Bengalis more and
more reasons to connect and celebrate our rich cultural heritage. Ending with my favorite pujo phrase- Ashche
bochor abar hobe

AP — 2895/2024 Page | 11
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Manoranjan Santra:
f I’'m Paromita Banerjee and | have been a part of :
i Bichitra’s governing body for the last three years. | i
U also conduct monthly art classes for Path Bhaban. ,
i | work as a Senior Data Scientist at General Motors. | Senior Advisor :
* Outside of work, | like oil painting, traveling, and Working department of Ophthalmology at Wayne
i reading books. State University. i
Maitreyee Paul/ (Al #fiet _
! Involvement with Bichitra™~ around 25 years! ; :
y Motivation reason - Community plays a great part in human life- specifically ,
¥ where we have not many relatives around in this state; so upon moving to ﬂ :
! Detroit in 1999, within few weeks we were invited at Gopal Roy's home Puja, !
“ we met there with Satyen Basu and other then-Bichitra stalwarts. Satyenda ‘
: took our contact, made and felt us included and this journey began. Following ,
¥ that Novi PathBhaban branch opened under Shampa Mukherjee and Suranjeeta
A Dhar's tutelage and initiative — my daughter joined there on the very first day
“ and thus grew the bond; Slowly the involvement and eventually manifested in ‘
: broader Bichitra activities. Later on, | was included in the Governing Body and -
¥ till this date, continuing this journey.
A Day to come - We try to assist Bichitra in every respect with open heart and needless to say, the rate of
“ return is way too high to be appreciated! The bondage and mutual respect have been ingrained now. Finally,
: I must say my culinary confidence and playground of culinary activities are the Bichitra events...l look
T forward as my friends are my guineapigs of my Sandesh(LOL)!
: Bichitra believes in Growth - Ever-After! A
¢ QPN - 289/2024 Page | 12
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Subinoy Das

| am Subinoy Das and | joined the Bichitra Governing
body as an Associate Secretary in 2022. | first came to
the US in 2008 and since then | have visited Bichitra
Org during Puja on multiple occasions.

| spent my childhood in the historical locality of
Barisha, Sabarna Roychowdhury, Kolkata and got
blessed to observe the rich heritage of

"Atchala Barir Durga Puja" closely. The puja which
started in 1610, depicts the enigma, bond, culture and
profound tradition of Bengali Puja celebrations. Puja in
Bichitra not only appealed to me with the "closeness",
friendship, adda,food,ambience, it also proved to be
"home away home". Obviously, | have witnessed some
of the great stalwarts of Bengali/Bollywood music
industry here during Puja and | have made some great
relationships here which will stay with me.

| work with IBM as a Senior Business Development
Manager and in my passtime | enjoy sketching,
photography. There is another thing which when given
an opportunity with the right place and time, | find
difficult to resist - dancing with "dhaak". To me
"dhaak" resonates the heartbeat of Puja and dancing
alongside is an expression of joy, bhakti, love as a
tribute to Maa Durga.

Jhulan Chatterjee

Just like “a journey of a
thousand miles begins with g B«
a single step”, so did my ¢
journey in Bichitra began
with a single step at the
2004 Durga puja and the
countless steps continue
from then onwards —

19 years and counting. o gL
It's not the number of = A (3.18 B4
years that defines our closeness to Bichitra but, the
quality. The quality within the people, their warmth,
dedication, and their ability to make everyone feel
special. In a community of about 600 people at that
time, when one feels at home away from home, it
means a lot. This sense of belonging made us loyal
and dedicated members of Bichitra. In addition to
that, every little skill or idea that got shared was
taken with open arms, making it culturally rich. In
short, we got a community that was real...a combo of
“tak’, ‘jhal’, and a lot of ‘mishti’.

| hope that Bichitra continues to grow as a family
where people feel welcomed and loved. A family
where the members can express and participate;
making it the strongest Bengali cultural community
that our next generations will feel proud to associate
with.

Hope people love the first Bengali community,
Bichitra beyond words or reasons...just the way we
love our family.

23O - 2895/2024
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Kripa Bandyopadhyay |

Youngest member of the Bichitra Executive
Committee.

| have an MS in Management from Walsh. | grew up
within the Bichitra Community and attended Troy
Path Bhavan. I’'m crazy about dogs and have a teddy
bear canine named ChomChom.

My Journey with Bichitra: An Extended Family

| arrived in Michigan in 2018, and in 2019, my family joined me. Being a Bangali, | was naturally
drawn to finding a community that shared my cultural roots, especially during Durga Puja, one of
the most cherished festivals for Bengalis. It was during this search that | came across Bichitra,

the well-known Bengali community in South Michigan (Detroit area).

Since 2019, | have been attending the various events organized by Bichitra, and with each
event, | felt a stronger connection to my heritage and the warmth of this incredible community.
While my involvement deepened further in 2023, the bond my family and | have built with
Bichitra over the years has been invaluable. We never feel alone here in Michigan because
Bichitra has truly become an extended family for us.

In 2024, | was honored to join the Governing Body of Bichitra as Assistant Treasurer, and it has
been an enriching experience to contribute more actively to the community that has given us so
much.

It's a blessing to be part of such a wonderful group of people who not only celebrate our culture
but also support and uplift each other in every way possible. | look forward to many more years
of celebrating, learning, and growing with Bichitra.

Wishing you and your family a very happy, prosperous and joyful Pujo season. Happy Durga
Pujo and Shubho Bijoya J,

Divyendu Banerjee
Assistant Treasurer 2024
Bichitra
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Quga Pujeorn Bangali Saay-Sekaak ¢ Ekaal

Sunday October 13th

Nalok Tutino Nogon by Chicago Nalyogeshli
Pujou & Anjali

Aativ
“‘A/T -l I ” WE. l I |Q g

Pujov Addao

Somlalow &amp; the Aces Cencent
Snacks

Lunch - ‘Cive Reaa Station
Manemay & Akash Cencenl
Anati & Sinduw Daon

0

Pujo & Anati
Quwnen
Sewrendna-6

: 0
Pujt
Uil
Cunchy
Natek ‘Abaak Tndioww by Behuneopee
Glacks
Natek —
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7:00 P
8:00 PM
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11:00 v

Neenw
3 pm

3:30 pmy
3:00 pmv
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
#:00 pm
8:00 pm

11:00 cumv

Neen

1:45 pmy
2:00 pmy
3:30 pm

4:00 pmu
6:00 pmv
7#:00 pmv
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Sourendro Mullick and Soumyojit Das are an Indian musical duo who
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perform as Sourendro-Soumyojit. They are a pianist and vocalist who

&
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have performed, composed, and created music together for over a
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decade.

#
*

R
£

#*
#*
3
*

X

Having collaborated with Aparma Sen and Rituparno Ghosh, their

114
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o

K
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talents have extended to creating The Sourendro-Soumyojit
Academy of Music, which was inaugurated with blessings from many
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*

314

eminent personalities.

*
*
#*
*

&
&

Sourendro learnt piano first from his grandfather, Mrigendro Mullick.
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55
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He later learnt music under famous music director-composer V.

¥
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*
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Balsara (who has a wide contribution to introducing Indian classical

£33

*
*

*
*

music on the piano). Sourendro then went on to attend music classes

under legendary sitarist Ustad Vilayat Khan. Soumyojit works with Pt.
Ajoy Chakraborty.

Soumyojit has a flair for the experimental music genre which ranges
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from renditions of short classical pieces, semi-classical pieces,

o
o

ghazals, thumri, new compositions, popular songs and playback

* ¥ * ¥
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i * » i

b
ﬁ

R o REBIRCRERERIRCRIRRERIRC B IR R Sl

Bichitra is honored to have Sourendra and Soumyaijit performing at Durga Puja 2024

on Friday11th October, 2024.

¢ Jroll _ 5895/2024 Page | 16
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Somlata and the Aces

Somlata Acharyya Chowdhury performs with her band, The Aces. Arab Roy on

Guitars, Abhishek 'Nona' Bhattacharya on Bass Guitars, Arnab 'Raja’ Sen on
Keyboards, and Suman 'Sammy' Chakraborty on Drums. Their live sound can be
described as a platter of Indian Semi Classical, Pop Rock, Modern Film Songs,
Folk Fusion and Sufi. Somlata has been a prominent singer in Bengali films since
2007. Upon forming her own band Somlata & the Aces and releasing a number
of original albums, they have performed in various live concerts all over the world
and are very popular with the young crowd, giving electrifying performances that
captivate the audience.
Somlata Acharya Chowdhury is an Indian Bengali artist known for her image as
the lady rockstar of Bengal. She rose to fame with the release of “Tumi Asbe
Bole* & ‘Jagarane Jay Bibhabaree’ from the Bengali film Ranjana Ami Ar
Ashbona in 2011. She has been a prominent singer in Bengali films since 2007.
She formed her own band Somlata & the aces and released a number of Original
albums. They have performed in various live concerts all over India, and also in
Bangladesh, United States Of America, United Arab Emirates, Hong Kong,
Kuwait, etc. Their live sound can be described as a platter of Indian Semi
Classical, Pop Rock, Modern Film Songs, Folk Fusion and Sufi. The band is
particularly popular among the youth, and performs at many campus festivals,
corporate events, televised shows, public concerts, government events and abroad
Bichitra is honored to have Somlata & the Aces performing at Durga Puja 2024
on Saturday 12th October, 2024.
¢ 3o - 9895/2024 Page | 17
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Manomay and Akash Bhattacharya

Manomay Bhattacharya is the fifth generation of JADUBHATTA having a
sweet voice and he is no flash-in-the-pan. He has had solid training in music at
the age of 4 under the vigilant guidance of father Sri Dhrubadas Bhattacharya,

a disciple of Subinoy Roy, and mother Ila Bhattacharya, a disciple of
Ratneswar Mukherjee. Manomay places himself under the tutelage of
Benukumar Dobey, Bibhuti Bose and Jayanta Bose, who trained him a finer
nuance of the Classical music.

He learned Tagore songs from father and various items of songs viz. Nazrul

Geeti, Rajnikanter Gaan, Atulprasad, Dewijendra Geeti, Ragpradhan, Bhajan
and Modern Bengali songs from illustrious teachers like Biman
Mukhopadhyay, Sukumar Mitra, Dilip Roy, Anal Chattopadhyay, Sanjay
Chakraborty, Jatileshwar Mukhopadhyay and still in close touch with Pandit
Ajay Chakraborty with whom varied songs are learned.

His son, Akash, is a young & marvellous singer-songwriter who is talented in
his own way. He has appeared in short films and is passionate about singing
and composing music.

Bichitra is honored to have Manomoy and Akash Bhattacharya

performing on October 13t at Durga Puja 2024

Page | 18
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Direction: Pradipta Ghosh

Story & Screenplay: Santu Dutta, Angshuman Biswas & Samit Dutta

Music & Vocals: Ashis Goswami & Debashish Banerji

Cast: Pradipta Ghosh, Debangshu Majumdar, Ashish Mitra, Rinita Bose Mitra, Rupali
Mukherjee,

Nabaneeta Paul, Mahuya Mazumdar, Sourav Paul, Abhishek Mukherjee,
Parthasarathi Das, Avyaan Mukherjee
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Tritiyo Noyon
presented by :
___. TRITIYO NOYON NatyoGhoshthi 152l

i T Y e
¢ Lot = o What is justice? Is it simply a verdict by the
court constrained by the boundaries of the
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law? Or is it the ruthless search for the truth
) aided by the deep probing “third eye”? This
: ET24W is the conundrum that manifests itself in its
EbongTﬁ@l}ik ek gory details in the enactment of this play.

= Singer: Koushik Chakraborty:

esda, MDg

P

Abhijit | Pradeepta | Pratik | Souvik | Sushmit
A 4 4
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Story: Debabrata Dasgupta
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The ebb and flow of logic, emotion,
vindictiveness and veiled nuances are
rendered through edge-of-the-seat
excitement in this play. What transpires in
the drama reaches an unexpected crescendo Xl

u¥s
L

‘0

Cast and Crew

{32fl Director: Dev Hazra
“[[S2l Cast In order of appearance)

e - Abhiitt Choudh highlighting the third eye’s truth seeking il j;(:'.
T I 5 o= . o i
: ata. it ] SUSIEY dominance over the limitations of man- A
- [125H  Amrita - Souvik Kar R
ooy i made legal system. ol
- [} Baren - Pratik Chakraborty R
1St

>,

L

|98 Gouri - Pradeeta Bhattacharya

wds)

Rajat - Sushmit Basu A

& R

" ll§2fl Sundarlal - Soumyadeep Bhattacharya | B
L - . HIS SN
[l Crew (Behind the Scenes) 125
T X 5 ~ S 5 SN
“[I28} Light design - Dev Hazra, Arijit Ghosh & Pratik Chakraborty 2 -
+ B . ! |l
- [[25}| Sound design - Pratik Chakraborty AR -
- [[#S} Sound operations - Payel Adhikary et -
ISR Costume planning - Dev Hazra & Pratik Chakraborty SR -
. i H et ¥
> >
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* In honor of Bichitra's 50th
«%+  anniversary, a fashion parade
featuring three generations is being
organized by Shampa Mukherjee,
Sayantan Gangopadhyay, and
Jhulan Chatterjee
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This event will showcase the evolution of fashion over %
the past five decades, highlighting how styles have
changed while traditional values have remained
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Community members of all ages are invited to
participate by modeling Durga Puja festive attire.
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Whether you're a participant or simply an attendee, we
#
encourage you to join us for this festive celebration. {3}
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“BlChltl'a Dance Group A Trlbute”
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The "Tribute" here is a homage to the fight for justice, a celebration of our 50 years, and an ode to the
power of Shakti.

Concept & Choreography - Sumita Roy & Jhulan Chatterjee
Performers:

Sathi Debnath
Sutapa Santra
Mitali Chakraborty
Pronomita Banerjee
Sonali Das
Sumita Roy
Jhulan Chatterjee

Blcli‘it aDanc — LR
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Friday Evening Snacks

Bichitra burda Puja

Aloo Chop

Biscuits & Masala Chai

Friday Dinner

Veg Fried Rice

Raita

Veg Hakka Noodles
Chilli Paneer Gra
Goat Biriyani

Khichuri

Kala Jamun

Mango Chutney

Bhapa Sandesh |

Saturday Dinner

Labra Torkari Moong Dal Burfee
LBOTS 1OrKa oong Lal burfee |
SRR hur Jhuri Aloo Bhaja _|Chomchom

Beguni Masala Chai

Phulkopeer Shingara

Home Style Jhal Muri
s‘m'::y Elvonlng Chanachur

Crispy Jilebi

Masala Chai

Mushor Daler Bora Home Made Tawa Roti

Kachumber Salad

Bhaja Muger Dal

Tomato Chutney

Aloo Potol Posto
Chicken Korma Bengali

Mishti Doi

23O - 2895/2024
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= Malai Chom Chom
Rohu Macher Kalia w.
Raisins
Dosa Bar Live 1l Mango Chutney
Luchi Balushahi
Sunday Lunch Lemon Rice Sandesh
Cholar Dal Masala Chai
Aloor Dum
Dal Kachori
Home Style Jhalmoori
Sunday Evening Snacks Boondi
Masala Chai
Tandoori Panner Tikka |Tomato Chutney
Rose Sandwich
Pompano Fish Fry (Sweet)
Sunday Dinner Punjabi Kadhi Pokora |Payesh
Mutton Kosha
Home Made Tawa Roti
Pea Pulao
Page | 23
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From:

Ryan, Tanuka, Gregory,
Nabanita and Subhash
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Happy Durga puja to you and your family
\ ‘s‘. £

l\'

Anjan, Sarbani, Tanisha and Anish

\ ' OF THE

\%/ V2SSFT

Innovation Thr"ough Intelllgence.

GENERATIVE Al
SOLUTIONS

INC. R=/15=

EFFICIENCY/QUALITY/SAVINGS.
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT

g SPEA K = ONSHORE/NEARSHORE/OFFSHORE
L _“d T ; - / LEVERAGING THE POWER OF TECHNOLOGY

customercare@shankardistillers.com | www.shankardistillers.com aisolutions@v2soft.com | www.v2soft.com
PO — 2895/2024
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Eye Physician & Surgeon
ANIL SWAMI, MD

Harvard Medical School Graduate

Member of Medical Staff William Beaumont Hospital
Troy & Royal Oak

Specialist in Corneal Disease / LASIK / Cataract Surgery /Corneal Transplani
Surgery /

Complete Eye Examination Given

Phone (248) 740 1558
1950 E Wattles Road, Suite 102
Troy, MI 48085

Troy Dental Care

Proud Sponsor of Dentists R Us
(A School based Mobile Dentists Program)

Cleaning/Fluoride , P i s
i e/ ’ ’ﬁ_‘. i Crowns/Bridges Hours
Digital X-Rays ' : Monday - 9AM to 6PM
= Extractions
Fillings RoctCanals Tuesday - 9AM to 5PM
Braces : Teeth Wednesday - 9AM to 6:30PM
: ee
Thursday - 9AM to 6:30PM
New Patient Special iteni .
Accepted 6 5 Discount Pricing Saturday - 9AM to 4PM
Includes: Cleaning, Exam, X-rays for those Sunday - Closed
mmw without
Dr Darshika Shah, BDS, MDS, DDS Hveranes
Dr Jose Aviles IV, DDPH, DDS
Sri Sudha Bopanna, BDS, MDS, DDS
(248)-879-7755
38865 Dequindre Road #105, Troy, MI-48083
2O - 3895/2024 Page | 27
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The Himalayan Flames Tasty Nepali Dumplings

22266 Michigan Avenue
Dearborn, Ml 48124
Phone: 313-908-1193
Serving Indian and Nepalese cuisine

2O — 3895/2024 Page | 28
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ANH

APPLIED MODERN HEALTH

CHIROPRACTIC

Tired of being in pain?
Time to see the experts!

Scan Me!

To order: Text to
248-301-2066 Or visit
www.FoodyBuddy.app

AMH Chiropractic Novi
43155 Main St, Ste 305A Novi Mi.
amhchiropractic.com
(248)-722-8261

Looking for an
Experienced
and Reliable

Realtor?

Hari Kakumanu,
Realtor

248-885-6244

Hari36912@gmail.com

Ol — 9893/2024 Page | 29
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GROCERS

Novi

47230 W 10 Mile Rd,
Novi, MI 48374
Phone: +1 (248) 719-7345

VIRASAT THE HERITAGE
I “Iaste of ‘Iradition

A L ety
\Fine Dining Redefined bet 2
with Every Essence

SERVICES WE OFFER
LIVE AT EVENTS
=

MON - SUN 11:30 AM - 10 PM g CORPORATE EVENTS

586-459-5742 .
0 586-354 4605 8 B e

27116 DEQUINDRE RD JAIN FOOD
WARRE N, Ml 108092 CONYINENLAEL);g:: | ITALIAN

CATERING FOR ANY OCCASIONS

2642 Crooks Rd, Rochester Hills, MI 48309
www.virasatindiancuisine.com ) +1 (248) 602-2121

2O - 3895/2024 Page | 30
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BANNERS « BUSINESS CARDS * FLYERS » POSTCARDS * T-SHIRTS * PENS « AND MUCH MORE!

N Minuteman
Press.

" WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE...YOU!

OF ROCHESTER HILLS, MI
Ashok Baddi: (248) 290-7500

e Creative Design
Notary Services
e Promotional Products
Mailing services

On-time delivery

ORDER _N_OW
2040 W. Auburn Rd

Rochester Hills, Ml 48309

(248) 829-1011

mi209@minutemanpress.com

Call Today!

Kumon Math & Reading
MPOWER Center of Troy-North

COACHING Located in the Troy Corners
Empowering teens to excel in school and college Sh Upplng Center

College Admission Essays Preparation 32 West S quare Lake Rd.
for Top Universities 248-933-4908

Mindset & Resilience Recovery ellietsai@ikumon.com

from Anxiety, Pressure, or Loss ku mon.co m/tr[]y- no rth- m |
Advanced English Language Arts

for Grades 5-12

N
RSN

Dr. Mitali Chaudhery: 248-756-2332
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YOUR

RELIABLE
REALTOR

o

o Cell 734-620-2233

°

IT’S YOUR FUTURE,

C ALL THE EXPERT
VIAK © RIGHT MOVE!

Email - dave@pdave.com, Website - www.pdave.com
Cell - 734- 620 2233

BROKERAGE WITH REAL ESTAT!
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B AL BST
Ryan Duffy

Company Store Leader
Direct: 586.549.1392

ryan@mirealteam.com

65 S. Squirrel

Auburn Hills, Ml 48326
WwWwW.mirealteam.com

.

T E

s EQUAL HOUSING
REALTOR OPPORTUNITY

If you, or someone you know is looking to buy or sell a home, please contact us to
help with any real-estate needs. We would be happy to assist you and can give

you a free evaluation of what your home is worth in today’s market.

Phone : 248-568-4521

Email :paradiserealty22@gmail.com
Website: paradiserealty22.com
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SERVICES

s Weddingi€elebration

ment Party,

Graduation'Party
- Eridal/Baby Shower

Mehendi

‘ Sweeti16! Celebration
@ther Functions

4658 East 9 Mile Read,
Warren. M148091

‘ Book now
(586) 215-4255

1) ﬁsﬂ el

44680 East Nme Mlle Road,
Warren, MI, 48091

“S" W Do Catoting Fo Crety
xsisweersacu. CVenls & Take Sweel Otdlen

1Y %‘074/61/ Oecasions
Covfrao’r (086) 80b-303
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Major : Biomedical Engineering
Graduate Name: : Kyle Banerji
Parents: : Debashis and Sampada Banerji

Graduated from: : Rochester Adams High School
Going to College: : Michigan State University
Major: : Marketing and Management

Congratulations High School
Graduates 2021

Graduate Name : Joyoti (Shreya) Saha

Parents : Moni & Subrata Saha

Graduated from/school : Troy High School

Going to/College/Post college : Purdue University, West Lafayette
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Graduate Name : Anukul Banerji

Parents : Debashis and Sampada Banerji

Graduated 2023 : Kelly School of Business, Indiana
University

Majored in Business Analytics, Management and International
Business
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My Life in Bichitra - Pranab Saha

This is BICHITRA’s 50t year and | have been a
member since 1984, i.e., for the last 40 years. What a
great achievement to have this organization for this
long and many more years to come!

Two things that come to my mind when | think of
Bichitra.

1. Who is Bichitra for - is Bichitra for the first
generation of Bengalis or are we doing something
for the second and third generation of Bengalis
also?

2. Multiculturality - Having a multicultural family of
my own, this is a critical part for me.

For different reasons, | have been away from the Kolkata spectrum for many years and
therefore my views are a little different from most of you who are reading this article, and, that
is my worry. | ask whether Bichitra is for the first generation of Bengalis or do we have plans
for the second and more for the third generation Bengalis who may have other social and
cultural influences.

For multiculturism, | can tell you Bichitra has been a very beneficial organization for us. Our
own family has learned a lot from Bichitra about the Bengali culture, religion, and more.
Bichitra has embraced us as its own community.

Of course, in our case, | had to do some extra work, but | did it with pleasure. | was an instant
translator between the Bichitra members and my own family. Everyone is speaking in Bengali,
and | am talking with them and translating things to my family members, so we stay engaged
and appreciate what Bichitra means to our family. The same thing happened when we called
our parents in Kolkata every week.

Now, let me share two things with you that | enjoyed very much at Bichitra.

One of them is the Path Bhaban. What a wonderful idea and a way to teach Bengali to the
children, adults, and people who want to learn the Bengali language, the religion, and the
culture. My endeavor in this case started with teaching Social Studies to the students in 1985.
Many students in this case were adults. They were single moms who have adopted or in the
process of adopting children from an orphanage in Behala Kolkata. Some of you know Asha
Munday, she was adopted from that orphanage. She is a prominent member of the Bichitra
community. Some of you also know Barbara Jacobs who is a single mom and adopted Amelia
and Laura from the Behala orphanage. My kids also attended Bangla School, and they can tell
you about their own experiences of the Bangla School and the tough times we had every Friday

evening at dinnertime, before we went to the Bangla school. But even today they will tell you
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that Bangla School helped them a lot to know about the culture and the religion. | also taught
Bangla to very young kids who called me Beard Dadu, to middle-aged students like my own

children, as well as to young adults who also were a part of multicultural families.

If you were at the Path Bhaban’s 40th year anniversary in 2023, you heard what wonderful
things they have said about Path Bhaban and how it has changed their lives. Thank you, Neil,
Rachel, Asha, Laurie, and many others.

The three things | remember the most are:

1.

The tea parties - where we got all the students together, cut the fruits, decorate the
platters, and invite everyone (including parents and teachers) to enjoy the food. Of
course there was tea. At the same party we also learnt a little bit about the fruits, such
as where they grow, and so on. The adult students got the teenagers and young stars
involved and worked together so the entire outcome was really great.

Field trip - was one other thing that we enjoyed very much. We not only went to science
and many hands-on museums, we also went to see a circus, went to Cranbrook to learn
about maple syrup making history, Detroit-river boat cruise, and many other places.
They were so much fun. | wished we could have gone to more winter fieldtrips. The
students were ready, but the parents always had an excuse: too cold or snow, or
whatever they could think of.

The other one | remember is one of my adult students wrote her in-laws in India a letter
in Bengali. The in-laws were so happy that they also wrote her back in Bengali. My
student could read and pronounce the words but did not know the meaning of all the
words. Her husband, being brought up outside of Bengal, could speak Bangla but could
not read Bangla. My student would read the letter, and her husband would translate and
let her know the meaning in English. How wonderful!!!
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A spectrum of Path Bhaban Students in the Troy Display of show and tell at the tea party
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Understanding the Maple syrup extraction process at Cranbrook

The other voluntary job that | really enjoyed at Bichitra was the Endowment committee’s Social

Service work. This was founded in Bichitra by Prantosh Nag and then handed over to others. |

had the opportunity to work with Prantoshda. This was not just to raise funds, select needy

groups where the individuals in the group would benefit by the donated funds, but also had the

opportunity to know these needy people personally. One such group is the one in India

Vivekananda Social Welfare Center. | had the pleasure of visiting this center in Kolkata

numerous times. We got to know one girl very closely. She was so lovely, as if she was one of

our own family members. Once she was all grown up and got married, she said “Dear Aunty

and Uncle, you helped me a lot and now you do not have to do any more for me, but if you can

help others that would be really nice.” What a satisfied feeling! I hope you can understand. $

Tea party preparation and celebration
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Not only that, | am also very happy to see other Endowment committee members, particularly
Shoma Pal and Anjan Mitra visited the Welfare Center and Ranajit Maharaj who heads this
Center of the Rama Krishna Mission. | hope Bichitra will continue to pursue this noble cause to
assist needy groups both in this country and in India.
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A few pictures from the Vivekananda Social Welfare Center in Kolkata
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Medium: pastels, ink, and acrylics
Dr. Chaudhery was one of the first immigrant artists in America who fused European art
techniques with Indian themes and landscapes for over 50 years. Most of all, he loved boats as
they represented the metaphorical journey of life. He used pastels, ink, and acrylics to portray a
liveliness of the boats facing the nature of life. Most of all, his imagination indulged in this reverie
of boats along the Yamuna River where his heart always remained. He passed away in 2016
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Dr. Deb Bandyopadhyay

The author of this poem, Dr. Bandyopadhuyay, is a Physicist with a passion for poetry
and photography. He lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan. The above poem is inspired by

Dr. Chaudhery’s two beautiful paintings. His interpretation of the combination of

colors and scene was of a spiritual journey. Deb envisioned the blackened sun as a
representation of Lord Krishna and saw the boats as his followers who reached the

‘Mokhsa’ on the bank of Yamuna River.
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Women Safety in India

By: Kripa Bandyopadhyay

The Abhaya rape and murder case of the RG Kar Medical College female trainee doctor
has rocked India to its core and has caused an uproar among the medical community
and the civil society. According to the Indian Medical Association a third of its female
resident doctors in New Delhi felt very unsafe during their night shifts and some even
felt the need to carry weapons for self-defense.

Workplace safety has to be an important concern if the country wants its women
citizens to be apart of its labor force. An unsafe work environment is the most
important reason why only 20% of the urban women are part of the labor force
compared to 60% of the urban men. Besides the threat of working in an unsafe
environment, women moving from smaller towns to larger urban areas for better
employment opportunities also report about the additional risks of staying with
strangers and using public transport where women are regularly harassed by men.
According to the 2024 Deloitte report, almost half of the working women worry about
their safety while at work or while commuting and 15% report instances of harassment
or microaggression both at work and during travel.

In addition to workplace safety and public transportation safety, public spaces also
need to be safe for women. These areas have to be well lit, have access to public
transport, safe public toilets and have to be walkable by women without any fear and
insecurity. Employers, civil society and government should take sexual harassment
seriously; if they want women to diligently participate in the workplace and actively
help in the development of the country.
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Root - Jay Banerjee

Looking at their stretched faces who've never heard those sounds mashed together.

But, thousands miles under my feet Banerjee is as common as excited polyps in skelton apartments.
It comes from my father’s father’s father,

centuries of patriarchs that | forgot had people bathe their small warm bodies as they cried.

My grandmother doesn't even have her own name

Sarkar died with the smell of sandalwood and layered garlands of flowers

Suffocating colors, smells, and booming songs

The only remnants left her smell of cloves kept in pockets, long hair that delighted hairdressers, and a
painful house that's falling apart.

When a mouth congeals and spits out Banerjee

The spit whispers an old dust strewn home in Bandoghat

Scratching chalk while wide eyed kids watch to the droning sound of mosquitos

after work sitting on the concrete floor cutting vegetables preparing food

for the sweaty whining Bandyopadhyays that won’t know

they will be taken and chewed down to smaller softer pieces to fit in under blonde mustaches.
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BICHITRA ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE (BEC)

Our Mission: Help less fortunate communities in the US, India and Bangladesh by mobilizing
the power of volunteers and the generosity of donors.

Our Story: Started as Social Service Committee in 1992 by Late Prantosh Nag was later
named as Bichitra Endowment committee in 2010. Over the years the committee has been
working on its mission by volunteering hours and fundraising activities to help others who
are in need. So far it has donated more than $150,000 to many noble causes locally,
nationally and internationally in India and has helped various worthy organizations who are
contributing to the total upliftment of humanity.

Ongoing Goal: Diversify donation channels; Raise more funds; Expand volunteer base.

We encourage all - adults and youth to get involved in Endowment events and help Bichitra
change the lives of the less fortunate.

2024-25 - PROPOSED DONATIONS

+ Antyodoy Anath Ashram (Purba Medinipur, West Bengal): Founded in 2005, the ashram
currently provides safe shelter and holistic development programs to 170+ kids. They teach
these children to be self-sufficient, provide academic education and hands-on training
through various programs.

+ Proposed contribution: $1,000 towards Sport Facility project

+ Grace Center of Hope (Pontiac, Michigan): Established in 1942, the center provides long-
term life skills programs to those afflicted by homelessness, chemical dependency and
abuse in Southeast MI.

« Proposed contribution: $500 towards Thanksgiving and Christmas programs

+ Ramkrishna Mission Vidyalaya (Narendrapur, Kolkatta): Residential school for boys since
1958, its vision is to implement man-making and character-building ideals of education.
+ Proposed contribution: $1500

+ Local organization (Michigan)
+ Proposed contribution: $500

4+ Dharsa Prahlad Das Balika Vidyalaya (Kazipara, Howrah)
+ Proposed contribution: $500 towards setting up a Smart classroom.
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BICHITRA ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE
WISHES YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY DURGA
PUJA 2024 October 11% - 13*

The success of our endeavor depends on your active participation and contribution.

Please visit the Bichitra Endowment committee stall during the Durga Puja and help us
achieve our goals.

Please feel free to contact either Sampada Banerji @ (678)-427-1088 or Anjan Mitra @
(734) 277-2086 or Mousumi Majumdar if you have any queries or thinking about being part
of this team.
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Pardadi PARDADA PARDADI EDUCATION SOCIETY (PPES)

L ;
Established in the year 2000 by Late Virendra s

Founded in 2000 with 31 girls by Virendra ’Sam’ Singh former
Sam Singh, PPES embarked on its journey with MD of DuPont South Asia.
just 31 girls in its inaugural batch. Today, it
stands as a beacon of education for

Registered under Society Act

Affiliation to UP Board 10th
2012 Affiliation to UP Board 12th

approximately 3,500+ girls hailing from over
138 villages in the Anupshahr town district of
Bulandshahr, = Western Uttar  Pradesh. ZAZa ) Community Development Division
Presently, 162 girls are working across the 2016 Primary In-house Health Centre"Prana
country in various sectors and 201+ girls are in 2019 NTTF, PPES Vocational Learning Centre
higher education. PPES extends its impact COVID-19 Community Support &
through the Women Empowerment wing, sTEM LabiSesup

actively engaging with approximately 10,400 Education Transformation Program
women who are proud members of 950 Self-

Help Groups (SHGs) across 150 villages and 3

blocks in Bulandshahr.

COMMUNITY HEALTH EDUCATION INITIATIVE (CHEI)

The Community Health and Education Initiative (CHEI) seeks to improve health practices
among Self-Help Group (SHG) members in Anupshahr by promoting health literacy, reducing
healthcare costs, and improving well-being.
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Bichitra Education Committee Highlights

Celebrations:

Saraswati Pujo Art Exhibition:

The year began with the blessings of Maa Saraswati, marked by a vibrant art and craft exhibition
showcasing the creative talents of our young participants. Bichitra’s thoughtful initiative provided a
platform for children to display their works, earning appreciation and encouragement from elders and
peers alike. The event not only celebrated artistic expression but also featured beautiful performances by

the children, further enriching the experience.
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Noboborsho Kids Debate:

For the first time, Bichitra organized a unique debate competition for kids during Noboborsho. The
thought-provoking topic, "If you could travel in time, would you visit the past or the future and why?"
sparked engaging discussions among the participants. The esteemed panel of judges—Debashish Banerjee,
Probir Sil, and Shrutee Rakshit—had the difficult task of selecting winners from the talented participants:

Aarushi, Irsia, Debayan, Aakash, Agnish, Adhrit, Ishana, Mihika, Avyaan, Aarush, and Shireen. This event
proved to be a valuable learning opportunity, filled with excitement and enthusiasm from all involved.
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Milestones:
Path Bhaban’s Ruby Jubilee:

A significant milestone was achieved last year as Path Bhaban celebrated its 40th anniversary on 29th July
2023. The event, held at the Troy Community Center, witnessed a gathering of students, alumni, teachers,
volunteers, and parents. To commemorate this occasion, a 44-page Ruby Jubilee Brochure was published,
featuring contributions from students and alumni. Alumni reflected on how Path Bhaban shaped their lives,
while students showcased their talents through stage performances in drama, dance, recitation, and yoga.
Additionally, an educational tour was organized for the students at the Natural History Museum in Ann
Arbor. Those who had been with Path Bhaban for over five years, including teachers and volunteers, were
honored for their dedication and contributions.

Path Bhaban Activities:

Path Bhaban continues to thrive under the leadership of Shri Anindya Roy and the support of dedicated
educators like Smt. Sumita Roy, Smt. Jhulan Chatterjee, Sumit Basu and Smt. Tanima Banerjee. The Sunday
Bangla classes, held virtually, cater to students from elementary to high school, as well as adults eager to
learn this beautiful language. In addition, an online art class is conducted monthly via Zoom, led by the
talented duo of Shri Satyen Basu and Smt. Paromita Banerjee. These ongoing efforts reflect Bichitra’s
unwavering commitment to nurturing cultural and educational growth within the community.

Here are some of the sketches taught in Art class:
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My Love for Indian Literature - By Aurel Chatterjee

As a child, I loved rifling through the pages of books, each one introducing me to a
brand-new world in which I could learn and while away my time. Among the multitudes
of stories I sampled throughout my childhood, I happened to come across a small
book, almost hidden in between ' The Complete Works of Sherlock Holmes' and ‘The
Charlie Brown Dictionary'. On the cover of the mysterious book read the word
'‘Panchatantra’. Freshly 9 years old, I didn't know what the word meant and couldn't
pronounce it, but after opening the cover and realizing the inside was written in plain,
readable English, I sat down and started to devour the information inside.

As I slowly but surely made my way through each page, I was reminded of Aesop's
fables, stories that teach a lesson or show one's morals. The multiple stories inside
that small book told of both talking animals and important life lessons. Although I
couldn't fully grasp the entire concept, the riveting tales of the jackal that killed no
elephants, the lion, the talking den, and many more lessons and tales entranced me.
Coupled with thought-provoking proverbs and precepts, this small white book with
elephants and monkeys on the shiny, smooth cover awakened my love for mythology
and Indian stories.

Whether fables, epics, or simple stories, over the next few years, I would read any
Indian stories I could get my hands on, from the epics of the Ramayana and
Mahabharata to books about the Pandavas, and amazing short stories from authors
like Satyajit Ray (thanks Mayghaa Didi). Until today, discovering that small book has
led to a love for my culture's literature that is still going strong and that I am
confident has bettered me as an individual and allowed me to pass my love of reading
and writing to others.

Happy Durga Pujal
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Alisha G. Anoova, 11 years
Acrylic on handmade paper Acrylic on canvas

=0 =0

Ariya, 7 years
Colored pencils, crayons,
and markers on paper

Adrija, 9 years
Oil pastels on paper
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Ishana Das, 11 years Kaunish Gupta, 8 years
Digital art Colored pencils
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Adhrit Sen Chowdhury, 8 years

Kaunish Gupta, 8 years _
Pencils on paper

Colored pencils
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Sohan Chandra, 6 years Shireen Paul, 12 years
Acrylic on canvas Mixed media

Shireen Paul, 12 years Teesta Banerjee, 8 years
Mixed media Pen on paper
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Irsia Ball, 12 years Agnish Adhya, 12 years
Acrylic on paper Oil on canvas
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Advika Poddar, 12 years Arsia Ball, 12 years
Watercolor on paper Acrylic on paper
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Avyaan Mukherjee

When they are
important enough to
put their name on it.

HIGHEST HONOR

~— AWARDS & RECOGNITION —
WWW.HIGHESTHONOR.BIZ
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My California Trip by Aarushi Chatterjee

Hi, my name is Aarushi Chatterjee, and this summer | went to California. The reason why | went
was because my robotics team and | had scored 2nd place in the championships at the state
level, and we were invited to go to California. This was super exciting because our team had
never done anything like that before. Robotics consists of two parts: a robot run and a project.
In the robot run, you program a robot to do missions, and the project is where you try to solve a
problem that relates to that year's theme. Then you are scored based on how well you did, how
you acted, and your teamwork.

When | got there, my mom and | were the first ones there. Since they did not have our hotel
room ready, we had a lot of time to explore. We went shopping and went on a swan boat ride
on the lake at the hotel. After we were done, all of us (my team) decided to go out for pizza and
go on the swan boats again before we had to go to the opening ceremonies.

The competition was 2 and a half days long from 8:00 to 4:00-5:00, so most of the day we
were at the competition. The competition had so many different people from all across the
world, which was amazing to see. At the end of each day, we would all walk back to our hotel
rooms and play a game or go out exploring. My most favorite memories were when we went to
the pool and the beach. But the thing | enjoyed the most was having fun with my best friends
and getting weird looks from passersby while we were singing through the streets with our
parents behind us pretending to not know who we were. All in all, it was one of the best
experiences | have ever had, and | am ready to continue with robotics this year too!

Happy Durga Puja!
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Riaa Dutta married Timothy Robertson Amika Nandi married Moynawk Gangopadhyay
on August 31, 2024, on June 22" 2024.

Parents: Utpal and Chinmayee Dutta Parents - Gouri and Pijush Nandi

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Name: : Anika Name: : Anushka Basu
Parents : Tanuka and Gregory DOB. + 23rd September, 2024

Grand Parents : Nabanita and Subhash Datta Parents : Sonal Joshi and Amar Basu
Grand Parents : Indira and Satyen Basu

and Nisha and Satyapry Joshi

2O - 3895/2024 Page | 69

%qp 0 =0l Y0k e X0k 0 0k 0k 0k 0t 3 0k 30 0k 0k 0l 0k e =0k 30 0 0k 0k X0k 3 0k 0 0k K0k k|0 e 0k 0 0k N0k e 0k o 0k K0 0k X0k Sl K0k o 0k 0l K0k X0k e K0k e K0k K0E S0k X0k S0 Y0k 0 K0k 0k 0 Y0k e K0k o Ok X0 c,;tg%g



}}g =k =Kk =Kk =Kk =Kk =0k =0k =0k =Kk =0k =Kk =0k =Kk =0k =Kk =0k =Kk =0 =0 =0 =0k =0k =0 =0 =0k =0 =0 =0 =0k =0 =0k =0 =0 =0 =0 = =0k = =0k = =0k = =0 = =0 = =0 = =0 = =0 = =0 = =0 = =0 =0 =0 = =0 = =0 =0 =0 = =0 =0 0 == - Qg

e S Sl e St S it S Kt o Kt o K Sl o Nl S Nl S N o Ko S il o o Nt S o o S o o o o o o il o o ot o o Nl o Sl M o ol M

In Loving Memory of Gopal Chandra Roy
1944-2024

Gopal Chandra Roy, 80, of Troy, Michigan passed away peacefully at
his home on Monday, April 15, 2024. In his last days and hours, he was
surrounded by family and loved ones. He was the beloved husband of
the late Rina for 42 years, devoted father of Ranjana Combs (Jason
Combs) and Ronita Roy, and proud grandfather, “Dadu”, of Crish,
Ashton, and Tristan Combs.

During his college days, Gopal dreamed of going abroad. He was an
adventurer, always curious about places he had never seen. He left
India in November of 1970 with only $300 and a suitcase of personal
possessions. There was no job waiting for him in New York and the
market was not the best for engineers. In 1971, Gopal accepted a job
working for the Ministry of Health and Environmental Control in
Jamaica. There, he got to experience the culture and grew his love for photography and nature.

Gopal traveled to India to marry Rina on January 30, 1974. Upon completion of the contract in Jamaica,
Gopal decided to further his education at Howard University in Washington, D.C. to receive his Master of
Science degree in Civil Engineering. He then found a job with the consulting engineers of Morgenroth &
Associates in Boston where he and Rina had their first daughter, Ranjana.

Shortly after that, he moved his family to Detroit, Michigan where he worked as a civil engineer for the
Detroit Water and Sewage Department (DWSD). He carried various licenses and leadership roles architecting
and overseeing the water treatment plants. In Detroit, they had their second daughter, Ronita. Gopal and
Rina worked hard to put their girls through private school and support them in every way possible. Summer
family road trips and frequently visiting family in India were a constant in the Roy household providing
special memories year over year. In 2004, Gopal moved his family to Troy, Michigan, where he became a
very active leader and advisor in the local Bengali community. He acted as the Bichitra president and carried
other executive positions over the years. Ranjana and Ronita attended the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor and graduated with degrees in Engineering. Gopal retired from 33 years’ service at the DWSD in 2012.

Gopal loved the arts. He loved to take pictures and document the pictures, often writing detailed descriptions
for current and future generations to enjoy. He was creative and enjoyed making special things for people
like photo cards, movies and other personalized gifts long before there were tools readily available. He was
also an avid collector of Hindu music and movies and enjoyed sharing with others.

In his free time, Gopal loved gardening and traveling. His garden was showcased in the Troy Times for all to
see and people always loved his vegetables. He had a true green thumb. Gardening is a lot of hard work, but
seeing the results always gave Gopal purpose and contentment. Gopal also loved seeing the world, visiting
35+ National Parks, all 50 states and almost 10 cruises domestic and international. He truly appreciated
nature and traveling, especially when experiencing it with his family and friends.

Gopal was a simple and humble man but profound in his simplicity. He believed in the fundamental virtues of
honesty, hard work, and kindness. He was always reliable, patient, and there when you needed him. He was
a man of integrity, always showing unconditional love for all the people he cared about.

He will be truly missed by all who crossed his path. We will never forget his unwavering support, unwavering
love, and endless patience. His life was a lesson, his presence a blessing, and his memory a treasure. He is the
north star for how we live our lives.

“Having lived an adventurous and successful life, my advice to future generations is as follows:

Take pictures and share them often. Start traveling early in life when you are in good physical shape and
especially take time to see the national parks. Invest in your children’s education and prioritize spending
time with them. Work hard and invest in a good education. Live beneath your means and save your money
for investment. Whether it’s traveling, photography, gardening, or something else, find a hobby that you
enjoy and is relaxing. Lastly, know your core values and live by them.” --- Gopal Roy

2O - 3895/2024 Page | 70

I A I A R A A A i A R A R A R A R A e R e e A e A e A A e e e A e e A A e A A A A e A A A A A A A A

% == K0k =0 K0k =0 <Kk =0k k= =0k K =0k = =0k =0 =0k =0 =k =0k =k =0 = =0k == =0 = <0k =0 <Kk =0k <K= =0k <K= =0 K= =0k =K <0k == Nk = Nk =Nk Nk =k <k =0k = =k = <K= 0 <K= 0k <K= =0 K X0k =K =0k =Rl <0k =0 <0k =k <K= =0k <K= =0k = =0 = 5%



%‘v\ S e e e e K Al K At e K e K il K it K St e it S K e Nl S Sl K S Sl K e Sl e

%%&4&%&4&%#4&%#4&’%#<m='<ﬂ='4%"%#’4%%#4%%#4%%%4%%%4%%%4&’%%43%’%#’43%’%#’%%P%%P%%P%%F%%F%%&%%Q}’Xp=)C(>Q}’XF'%Q}’Xp%%%%%%%%4}%4}%4}%4}%4&%4&%4&%%%

In Loving Memory of Chinmayee Banerji

On Thursday, June 20™, our mother/ mother-in-
law/ grandmother, and a long-standing member of
the Bichitra family Chinmayee Banerji left her
earthly body and life for her journey to her
heavenly abode. She is survived by her immediate
family, Debashis (son), Sampada (daughter-in-
law), Anukul and Kyle (grandsons), her niece
Ranjana Banerjee based in Cary, NC and many
other nieces, nephews and grandkids.

Born in Allahabad, India on January 8™,1928, she
was the sixth of seven brothers and sisters. She
received a Bachelors and Master of Art degree in
Philosophy from Allahabad University. She
married in 1948 to late Professor Samir Kumar
Banerji and spent her life as a devoted wife,
mother and home maker in Allahabad and BITS
Pilani, India. She moved to US permanently with
her son in 2006.

Deeply spiritual, she was a follower of Vedanta
philosophy and an initiated devotee of the
Ramakrishna order. From early in her life, she was extremely devout and disciplined in following
spiritual practices and spent her mornings performing prayers and rituals and reading religious texts.

As a trained musician, Mrs. Banerji fook formal training in Hindustani classical music for many years
and was an accomplished vocalist. She was passionate in her love of music and music was ingrained in
every aspect of life and her very being.

She actively participated in all Bichitra events and loved communicating with various members of the
community across all age groups.

As she progressed in age, her trips outside the home became limited. However, she regularly stayed in
touch with her nieces and nephews via emails, phone calls and social media.

We miss her dearly in our midst each day and know that she was much loved by many in the Bichitra
family.
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VERDE CAPITAL
MANAGEMENT

As financial advisors, we recognize
Z that every individual and family
has distinct financial goals.
We work closely with you to create
personalized strategies that align
with your values and needs.

Verde Capital Maonagement, Inc. is a federally registered investment
. adviser. No advice may be rendered by Verde Caopital
Management, Inc. unless a client service agreement is in place.
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Our séucene gratitude to your genenous denation to Bichitra for
Darga Puja and other bey events tnoaghout the Year.

DIAMOND DONORS ($500 OR MORE) ||GENERAL DONORS (Continued)

Nabaneeta & Saurav Paul Minakshi Nag

Anonymous donors (2) Neha & Samik Bagchi
Pompee & Sujit Datta

GOLD DONORS ($300 OR MORE) Ria & Mark Wenske

Jhulan & Amitava Chatterjee Rita & Joy Chakraborty

Rita & Deb Bonnerjee Sathi & Debatosh Debnath

Shipra & Susanta Sarkar Sharmistha & Debabrata Sarkar

Suparna & Tuhin Ray Shiela & Pradipta Ghosh

Angel Animal Hospital Shreya Sengupta

Anonymous donors (2) Sonali and Animesh Das
Sonantika & Soumyajit Malik
Sumita Chaudhury

GENERAL DONORS
Amrita Chakraborti & Saikat Sarkar
Dr. Mohammad Sheik
Indrani & Ashish Poddar
Kripa Bandyopadhyay
Madhuri & Jayanta Hazra
Mahuya Mazumder & Partha Sarathi
Das
Maitrayee & Debabrata Paul

Sunanda & Pankaj Mallick
Swagata & Soumya Mukhopadhyay
Tapati & Madhu Chatterjee
Holecek & Stefan DDS
Anonymous Donors(4)
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nexihermal.

smart heat management

Solving challenges where heat is integral to your
application and making it work as efficiently as
possible through intelligent heater, sensor, and

controller design and placement.
Heating Elements 3
Cortridggge | Rod Heaters \\ TQ

Coil /| Cable Heaters %

Tubular Heaters / ‘\ g
Rubber Silicone Heaters " \ 4% - o
Ceramic Infrared Heaters

Flexible Tubular Heaters
Quartz Heaters

Band Heaters

Other Products
Temperature Sensors
Temperature Controllers
UL-Rated Wiring Harnesses
Thermal Design & Analysis
System Solutions

(269) 964-0271 | www.nexthermal.com | sales@nexthermal.com
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