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With boundless joy, eager anticipation and profound 

respect, I extend my warm greetings to all on the auspicious 

occasion of Durga Puja.  

 

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all to this 

yearõs Bichitraõs  Durga Puja celebrations.  I feel deeply honored 

to serve this vibrant Bichitra community and uphold the rich 

traditions that bind us together. As we enter the 51st year of 

our organ ization we seek blessings of Ma Durga to continue our 

growth and keep this organization shining forever.  

 

Durga Puja is a celebration of culture, tradition, unity, 

and the eternal triumph of good over evil. It is a time when we 

come together as a community to worship Maa Durga and seek 

her blessings for strength, wisdom, and compassion in our lives.  

 

Each year, this celebration reminds us of the beauty of 

togetherness. From the rituals and prayers to the cultural programs and community feasts, every 

aspect of Durga Puja reflects our shared values and collective effort. I am truly grateful to all the 

Bichitra GB members, volunteers, sponsors, and well -wisher s who have worked tirelessly to make this 

event possible.  

 

This year, let us celebrate not just the goddess, but also the spirit of unity and resilience that 

she inspires in all of us. Let us extend our hands and hearts to one another, and create a space where 

everyone feels welcome and uplifted.  

 

On behalf of the entire organizing committee, I wish you and your family a joyous, peaceful, 

and blessed Durga Puja. Shubho Sharodiya!  

 

 

 

Tuhin Ray 

Bichitra President 202 5-26 
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As Bichitra is now 50 & over, my family has been a member for the entire duration. My participation 

stems from my father, for whom this organization was a way to stay connected with his Bangladeshi 

roots and Bengali culture. Over the years, my connection to  Bichitra has wax & waned - but I had always 

returned seemingly at his behest.  

 

Originally the organization was formed to fill a large social and personal void for Bengalis immigrating to 

Michigan. Over the decades, that void has dramatically diminished and as a result, Bichitra has seen its 

role change significantly. Landmarks such a s 9/11 and Covid, as well as advents like social media and 

inflation have created quite the balancing act. Despite the challenges, Bichitra has taught me about 

sustaining heritage for a second generation.  

 

In 2022, my father became ill and as is typical, my family did its utmost to keep him alive as long as 

possible. Often the most resources are spent at the very end. Despite best efforts, he nonetheless 

passed the next year. Everyone and everything has its time. I kept reminding him that he was very 

fortunate to have made it to 85, and that I hope to be as lucky as him. Similarly, Bichitra is fortunate to 

have made it past 50.  

 

Shubho Bijoya & Shalom,  

Anindya Roy 
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Governing Body Members  ς can help you get connected with the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Anjan Mitra  

I have been associated  
with Bichitra for approx.  
15 years. 
 
This year I am on the  
Endowment Committee  
in the role of Principal  
Endower. 
 
Key motivation to be a part of Bichitra family is 
increased socialization ς more than anything else.  
 
Bichitra connects people and helps strengthen bonds 
between friends and families. 
 
Bichitra is proud to have numerous volunteers ς we are 
all aware that besides being considered as altruistic 
gesture, volunteering by default triggers the mesolimbic 
system and protect us from anxiety and depression. We 
strive to encourage more volunteers and inculcate the 
spirit of increased participation. Goal is to build a strong 
community. 

Sampada Banerji  

Junior planner  

Bichitra has been an integral  
part of our family for over  
20 years. Initially, most of my  
time was spent in the hallways  
during the Bichitra events  
keeping Anukul and Kyle busy.  
Bangla was still a new language/culture to me. Path 
Bhaban gave us new best friends. Weekly Friday classes 
allowed the boys to learn, and I could get my adda time. 
Bichitra became our extended family - bringing everyone 
together across all generations.  
Over the years, I was fortunate to work with so many of 
you on various committees - learn the ropes of 
Governing Body from Satyenda and Pranabda. Excited to 
be a part of growing Bichitra as the young generation is 
taking the lead and introducing new concepts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LΩƳ Kapil Gupta  and I feel  

extremely honored to serve as a  
Governing Body Member once again  
in the year 2025-26. I am fortunate  
enough to be associated with Bichitra since last 7+ years 
and extremely happy to have  
attended several cultural and festive  
events that Bichitra organized in  
these years. Today, I cherish every  
moment I have spent with Bichitra - from the planning 
meetings and late-night preparations, the challenges, and 
the overwhelming support from each one of Bichitra 
members. Being part of this journey fills me with immense 
pride, and I look forward to many more years of growing 
together as one united family. 
My family enjoys attending the events that Bichitra 
organizes throughout the year, as they give us the 
opportunity to experience the rich cultural and festive 
moments that we miss from home in Kolkata. These 
celebrations have become an integral part of our lives, 
helping us stay connected to our heritage and community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ria Wenske  
 "From our first Bichitra summer picnic in 2017, this 
community has become our Bengali haven in Michigan, 
where our children are exposed to rich Bengali culture 
and traditions. Growing up in Jamshedpur, I was 
conditioned to crave Bhog during Durga Pujoτhere at 
Bichitra, that craving is happily satisfied. I am a Battery 
Scientist at Ford Motor Company and am passionate 
about teaching kids STEAM. My husband, Mark, and I 
are Bollywood dance fanatics who love performing at 
events, and our children often join in, dancing along 
with us. As a family, we also practice mindfulness 
through meditation to keep our feet and minds 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘέ in my footsteps... 
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  Sourav Paul  

Audit Committee ς Senior Auditor 

 

I have known Bichitra since 2021  

helping me and my family to  

connect to our Bengali roots in  

the USA and giving my daughter  

the opportunity to cherish our  

rich heritage far away from home.  

 

I am fortunate to be part of our theater group 

Bohuroopee which gave my wife and me a chance to  

explore a hidden enthusiasm for acting.  

 

From being an outsider coming to see Durga Pujo to 

becoming a member and then a committee member, 

gives me the opportunity to be more involved with the 

organization and give back to the community.  

 

I hope to see more people joining Bichitra and make it 

grow along the line. 

Throughout my 17-year  

association with Bichitra,  

- I've served in various roles, including Treasurer, 

Planner, President, and  

most recently, Junior  

Advisor, allowing me to gain 

diverse experiences and  

perspectives, each role  

teaching me valuable skills  

and insights on managing a non-profit organization. But 

beyond the learnings, Bichitra has become more than 

just an organization to me; it's my extended family. 

Being away from home, I've found a sense of belonging 

and community within Bichitra, and the bonds I've 

formed over the years have made it feel like a second 

home. 

 

Thank you 

Sharmistha  Sarkar  

 

Animesh Chowdhury  

 

In unity we find strength, in tradition we find purpose 

 

Bichitra Durga Pujo has always 

filled me with joy and a deep  

sense of connection. Over the 

years, my involvement has  

grown, inspired by my love  

for Bengali traditions and  

warmth of the Bichitra family. 

 

LǘΩǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƘŜŀǊǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ  

see my son embrace our  

culture, language, and food  

with equal enthusiasm. Thanks to Patha Bhavan, he 

truly enjoys his Bangla classes and related activities. 

hƴ ǘƘƛǎ {ƘǳōƘƻ {ƘŀǊŀŘƛȅŀΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 

compassion and work together to nurture a 

brighter, cleaner, and more harmonious world for 

future generations. 

My name is Tanima Basu ,  

and I have had the privilege  

of serving the Bengali  

community for the past  

years. I am deeply passionate 

about preserving and sharing 

our rich traditions and culture, 

ensuring they are passed onto 

the next generation.  

 

Volunteering gives me immense satisfaction, as it allows 

me to give back to the community that has shaped me. 

Engaging in cultural events, educational programs, and 

charitable initiatives, I enjoy fostering connections and 

enhancing cultural awareness. My commitment is to 

continue building bridges across generations, nurturing 

a sense of identity, pride, and unity within our 

community. 
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Mitali Chaudhery  

 

My name is Mitali Chaudhery. I have literally grown up with  

Bichitra, and my fondest memories are of preparing for  

Durga Puja - be it through dance productions, music, or  

volunteering. From the inception of the Bengali organization  

in Ann Arbor, Mitali, to the many years of participating in 

Bichitra,  

 

I saw my father be President of Bichitra; witnessed my mother  

making hundreds of rasgullas for pujas and hold weekend  

sleepovers with my generation of kids at that time as we  

prepared Tagore's dance dramas or creative musical programs; 

 and, much later, I served as a Secretary myself.  

 

Growing up amidst all my Mashis and Meshos, Kakis and 

Kakus, Bichitra has become like an extended family, cherished  

and respected, a community that gave me the  

outlet to enrich my life and strengthen my identity. The Bengali culture remains a very important part of my life, 

and I treasure sharing this culture and its traditions with the next generation. I am very thankful to be a part of this 

growing community and hope Bichitra will continue to be a source of pride for Bengalis in Michigan.  

Abhishek Mukherjee  -  Assistant Treasurer  
 

Since 2021, my journey with  

Bichitra has been nothing short  

of journey of heart.   

What began as simple participation quickly grew into 

something far deeper τan  

experience of belonging and  

togetherness that feels like a family 

away from home. Through Path Bhaban, my son has  

been able to appreciate our rich Bengali culture,  

heritage, and language. 
 

Bichitra has been a beautiful way to connect with the 

essence of being a Bangali.  

Taking part in Bohurupee dramas, fashion shows, and 

cultural programs has allowed me to celebrate and relive 

traditions close to my heart. Helping organize  

events such as Durga Puja, Saraswati Puja, Christmas, 

and Utsav 50 has been equally rewarding. 
 

This year, being entrusted with the role of Assistant 

Treasurer and Governing Body member is both an honor 

and a humbling responsibility.  

 

I feel blessed to belong to this ever-growing, community 

that has gifted me not only lifelong friends, but countless 

Dadas, Didis, Kakus, Kakimas, Mashis, and Meshos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SuSanta Sarkar  has been part of Bichitra since 1981. 

He and his wife Shipra, in earlier time, volunteered for 

puja and cooking.  The couple was included in the 

singing groups within Bangla community. Later, 

organized a singing group with younger members that 

performed at various occasions. As a reward, he was 

nominated for President. After retirement, he plays a 

lot of tennis and pickle ball, reads whatever takes his 

fancy, and tries to follow his passion for performing 

arts.  He is blessed with two sons, one daughter-in-law, 

two grandchildren, two grand dogs, and a wife. 
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Finding Our North Star in Michigan: Our Journey with Bichitra 

When my family joined me here in 2019, we longed for the familiar  

joy of Durga Pujo. Our search led us to Bichitra, which quickly became  

our home away from home. More than just an organization, it is a  

family that supports and uplifts us. 

 

This incredible community spirit inspired my desire to serve, first as  

Assistant Treasurer (2024) and now in my new role as  

Assistant Endower (2025) on the Endowment Committee.  

It is a privilege to contribute to our shared future. 

 

Wishing you and your loved ones a prosperous and happy Pujo season! 

 

 Shubho Bijoya! 

 

Divyendu Banerjee  Assistant Endower, 2025 Bichitra 

 

 

 

 

 

Manoranjan  Santra:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Advisor 

Working department of Ophthalmology at Wayne 

State University. 

άLƴǾƻƭǾŜd with Bichitra from 2004 to continueΦέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandip Gangapadhyay  

 

 

 

 

 

"I moved to Michigan in 2012 and have attended 

Durga Pujo at various places. However, the warmth 

and family-like welcome at Bichitra is unmatched. I 

have been part of Bichitra Durga Pujo for the past 

four years, and this is my first year on the governing 

bƻŘȅΦ L ŀƳ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻ .ƛŎƘƛǘǊŀΩǎ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ .ŜƴƎŀƭƛ 

culture and its supportive community, which 

embraces both adults and children. I also love 

traveling and photography, and enjoy capturing 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ .ƛŎƘƛǘǊŀΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎϦ 
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Partha Sarathi Das  

ĩŌŖŎ ſĺŖľŝŊŏŖ ſĴŝľŝĺ ŇŊ˽Řŝňģ  

ŃŖŎňŎ ňţŖŝŐŖŇŖŎ ŒŚŝǴ ĴŏĴŖŃŖťģ  

ĩŝŎŖ ŗĴĺřŗŅŇ ňŎ ŒŖŃ ňŖĥŝĴ ŊŖĥņŖģ  

ŃŖŎňŝŎ ΉĻŝŇ ŗŌŝŏ ſŒŖĻŖ ŗŌŗŐĶŖŝŇģ 

ňǤŖĥĹňǤŖĥŝĹ ĶŎŌ ſńŝĴ œŖţ ŗœŌ ĴŎŖ  

ĿŖɭŖģ İŎ ŌŝņǤĪ ̢  ̞ŊŖĸŖŗŏ Ŋɹř  

ſĵŖĥĻŖģ ŃŖŎňŎ ʕ ȊĴť Ŋɹř ŗŌŝŏ  

ňřŝĻŖŎ ŒŌť youtube İ ňŚĻŖ ňŗŎǥŌŖ ſŅĵŖģ ĩŝˊ ĩŝˊ ŒɹŖŇ ſňŏŖŌ 

ŊśœɖŎ ŊŖĸŖŗŏ community - ŗŊŗĹǴŖŎģ ̢  ̞ŗ˽ņŖŎģ 'ĩŌŎŖ' ŒŊ non-resident 

aliens, 'ĲĥŎŖ' ŒŊ citizenģ ŋřŏ ŋŖĸŝŏŖ ŃŖţŖŃŖŗţģ ōĵŇ ſŌŝťŝŅŎ ŊŖĦŏŖ 

ſŐĵŖŝŇŖŎ ŃŖŗĶŝŅ ňŖĿŋŊŝŇ ōŖĲťŖ-ĩŒŖ ŊŖ Ŋ̶̟ňŘ ŇŖľŝĴŎ ˦ ŝň prompter 

İŎ ŒřŝōŖĶ ňŖĲťŖģ ǺńŌ ŗŅŇ ſńŝĴĪ ŌŝŇ œŝŏŖ 'ĲĥŎŖ' ŊŝŒĪ ĩŝĺŇ 

'ĩŌŖŝŅŎŝĴ' ĩňŇ ĴŝŎ ſŇĲťŖŎ ĻŝŇǤģ ŇŃřŇŝŅŎ ŅŖŗť˷ ſŅĲťŖŎ ſȝŝǴ 

ŋŎŒŖ, ĬǉŒŖœ ſŅĲťŖ İŊĦ ĵŖŎŖň ŒŌŝť ŗǺť ŊɹřŎ ŌŝŃŖ ňŖŝŐ ſńŝĴ ŒŖœŒ 

ſĻŖĶŖŝŇŖ - ŒŊ ŗĴĺřŝŃĪ ŗŊŗĹǴŖ ĨŝŇĴľŖ Dark Knight İŎ  ŌŃŇ Detroit İŎ 

ŊŖĸŖŏŘ community ſĴ ĩĶŝŏ ſŎŝĵŝĺģ  

As a Governing Body member, we will make sure this tradition 

goes on. ņŇǤŊŖŅģ 

 

Jhulan  Chatterjee -  Deputy President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Durga Puja is more than a festivalτit is the 

heartbeat of Bichitra. Each year, it renews not only 

our traditions but also the spirit of the people who 

bring them alive with energy, creativity, and 

devotion. 

My journey with Bichitra began years ago, yet every 

Puja feels like a new beginning. What endures is not 

the passage of time but the sense of belonging. 

Bichitra is about more than eventsτit is about 

people. Friendships, helping hands, and shared joy 

make it feel like an extended family. 

During my Presidency, I witnessed the true strength 

of Bichitraτour volunteers. From organizers to those 

behind the scenes, their dedication is the foundation 

of this community. 

Today, Bichitra feels like a home, full of flavorsτtak, 

jhal, and mishti. As we celebrate Durga Puja, may we 

carry forward this spirit of love, respect, and 

collaboration. 

Shubho Sharodiya!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kripa Bandyopadhyay  

Youngest member of the  

Bichitra Executive  

Committee.  

 

I have an MS in Management 

from Walsh.  

 

I grew up within the 

 Bichitra Community and  

ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ¢Ǌƻȅ tŀǘƘ .ƘŀǾŀƴΦ LΩƳ ŎǊŀȊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ 

have a teddy bear canine named ChomChom. 
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L` Ctqf`ôr akdrrhmfr sn `kk 

From the extended Ghosh family 

Runa-di, Ruby, Larry, 

Ravi, Rebecca, Cayden, Cristian 

Gigi, Partha and Jayanta 
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Cultural Program -  ŒŖĦ˃śŗŃĴ ĨŇř̋ŖŇ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  




