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From the President

With boundless joy, eager anticipation and profound
respect, | extend my warm greetings to all on the auspicious
occasion of Durga Puja.

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all to this
yeards Bichitraos Durga Puja c
to serve this vibrant Bichitra community and uphold the rich
traditions that bind us together. As we enter the 51st year of
our organization we seek blessings of Ma Durga to continue our
growth and keep this organization shining forever.

Durga Puja is a celebration of culture, tradition, unity,
and the eternal triumph of good over evil. It is a time when we
come together as a community to worship Maa Durga and seek
her blessings for strength, wisdom, and compassion in our lives.

Each year, this celebration reminds us of the beauty of
togetherness. From the rituals and prayers to the cultural programs and community feasts, every
aspect of Durga Puja reflects our shared values and collective effort. | am truly grateful to all the
Bichitra GB members, volunteers, sponsors, and well -wishers who have worked tirelessly to make this
event possible.

This year, let us celebrate not just the goddess, but also the spirit of unity and resilience that
she inspires in all of us. Let us extend our hands and hearts to one another, and create a space where
everyone feels welcome and uplifted.

On behalf of the entire organizing committee, | wish you and your family a joyous, peaceful,
and blessed Durga Puja. Shubho Sharodiya!

" Tuhin Ray
‘ Bichitra President 202 5-26




%Fr'om the Durga Puja Chairperson

* As Bichitra is now 50 & over, my family has been a member for the entire duration. My participation

' stems from my father, for whom this organization was a way to stay connected with his Bangladeshi

' roots and Bengali culture. Over the years, my connectionto  Bichitra has wax & waned - but | had always
‘ returned seemingly at his behest.

' Originally the organization was formed to fill a large social and personal void for Bengalis immigrating to
: Michigan. Over the decades, that void has dramatically diminished and as a result, Bichitra has seen its
 role change significantly. Landmarks such a s 9/11 and Covid, as well as advents like social media and
“inflation have created quite the balancing act. Despite the challenges, Bichitra has taught me about

: sustaining heritage for a second generation.

" In 2022, my father became ill and as is typical, my family did its utmost to keep him alive as long as

: possible. Often the most resources are spent at the very end. Despite best efforts, he nonetheless

: passed the next year. Everyone and everything has its  time. | kept reminding him that he was very
' fortunate to have made it to 85, and that | hope to be as lucky as him. Similarly, Bichitra is fortunate to
" have made it past 50.

' Shubho Bijoya & Shalom,
: Anindya Roy
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S§A

EVENT PERFO ENERGE

igh-energy Bollywood & Western duet dance shows
* Interactive crowd-leading that gets everyone on the dance floor

DANCE LESSONS + CHOREOGRAPHY

*  Fun & stress-free Wedding Couple First Dance prep
*  Sangeet dance .rdptines made easy & fun

Bt FamiLy Dance Frruess cLasses |
*  Bollywood & Lalinlinspired workouts p
*  Fitness that feels like a party — for all ages!

h We re partners in life and'in dance — bringing
rhythm, joy, and unfo\lgétt_ab]e memories to every
stage, class, and celebration.

CONTACT: R
\\ 832-704-8663 (Ria Wenske)
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L CK¥pil Gupta and | feel

extremely honored to serve as a

Governing Body Member once agair

in the year 202586. | am fortunate

enough to be associated with Bichi

and extremely happy to have

attended several cultural and festive

events that Bichitra organized in

these years. Today, | cherish every

moment | have spent with Bichitrfrom the planning
meetings and latenight preparations, the challenges, ang
the overwhelming support from each one of Bichitra
members. Being part of this journey fills me with immen
pride, and | look forward to many ane years of growing
together as one united family.

My family enjoys attending the events that Bichitra
organizes throughout the year, as they give us the
opportunity to experience the rich cultural and festive
moments that we miss from home in Kolkata. These
celebrations have become an integral part of tives,
helping us stay connected to our heritage and communi

Sampada Baneriji
Junior planner

Bichitra has been an integral

part of our family for over

20 years. Initially, most of my

time wasspent in the hallways

during the Bichitra events (

keeping Anukul and Kyle busy.

Bangla was still aew language/culture to me. Path
Bhaban gave us new best friends. Weekly Friday clas
allowedthe boysto learn, and | culd get my adda time.
Bichitra became our extendddmily - bringing everyone
together across all generations.

Over the years, | was fortunate to work with so many (¢
you on various committeeslearn the ropes of
Governing Body from Satyendad Pranabda. Excited t(
be a part of growing Bichitra as the young generation
taking the lead and introducing new concepts

Ria Wenske

"From our first Bichitra summer picnic in 2017, this
community has become our Bengali haven in Michiga
where our children are exposed to rich Bengali cultur
and traditions. Growing up in Jamshedpur, | was
conditioned to crave Bhog during Durga Rujtere at
Bichitra, that craving is happily satisfied. | am a Batte
Scientist at Ford Motor Company and am passionate
about teaching kids STEAM. My husband, Mark, and
are Bollywood dance fanatics who love performing at
events, and our children often join,idancing along
with us. As a family, we also practice mindfulness
through meditation to keep our feet and minds

3 NP dzyikn$/ Roétsteps...

Anjan Mitra

| have been associated
with Bichitra for approx.
15 years.

This year | am on the
Endowment Committee
in the role of Principal
Endower.

Key motivation to be a part of Bichitfamily is
increased socializatioonmore than anything else.

Bichitra connects people and helps strengthen bonds
between friends and families.

Bichitra is proud to have numerous volunteerae are
all aware that besides beirgpnsidered as altruistic
gesture, volunteering by default triggers the mesolimb
systemand protect us from anxiety and depression. W,
strive to encourage more volunteeasd inculcate the
spirit of increased patrticipation. Goal is to build a stron
community.

1 J NP 025
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Animesh Chowdhury Sourav Paul

. i . . i Audit Committeec Senior Auditor g
In unity we find strength, in tradition we find purpose
I have known Bichitra since 202
helping me and myamily to
connect to ourBengalroots in
the USA and giving my daughte
the opportunity to cherish our
rich heritage far away from home.

Bichitra Durga Pujo has alwai® :
filled me with joy and a deepf
sense of connection. Over thé
years, my involvement has
grown, inspired by my love

for Bengali traditions and

warmth of theBichitra family. | am fortunateto be part of ourtheater group

e ae A Bohuroopeewhich gave my wife and me a chance to
LuQa SaLISOAIlft . . .
explore a hidden enthusiasm for acting.
see my son embrace our  §

culture, language, and food ¢

with equalenthusiasm. Thanks to Patha Bhavan, he
truly enjoys his Bangla classes and related activities.
hy (GKAa {KdzwK2 {KFNFRARLE
compassion and work together to nurture a

brighter, cleaner, and more harmonious world for

future generations.

From being an outsider coming to see Durga Pujo to
becoming a member and then a committee member,
gives me the opportunity to be more involved with the
organization and give back to the community.

| hope to see more people joining Bichitra and make i
grow along the line.

Throughout my 1%ear — v- My name isTanima Basu,
association with Bichitra, and | have had the privilege»

- I've served in various role. | W | of serving the Bengali
PlannerPresident, and . | community for the past ~ +.#
most recently, Junior - s years. | am deeply passiona:
Advisor, allowing me to ga A S about preserving and sharin
diverse experiences and ‘ : our rich traditions and culturg.
perspectives, each role N / S | ensuring they are passed or; -
teaching me valuable Skl|| . JARNRNY | the next generation.

and insights on managing a n4pnof|t organlzatlon But
beyond the learnings, Bichitra has become more than Volunteering gives me immense satisfaction, as it allg
just an organization to me; it's my extended family. | me to give back to the community that has shaped m¢
Being away from home, I've found a sense of belongil Engaging in cultural events, educational programs, ar
and community within Bichitra, and the hds I've charitable initiatives, | enjoy fostering connections ang
formed over the years have made it feel like a secong enhancing cultural awareness. Mgmmitment is to
home. continue building bridges across generations, nurturin
a sense of identity, pride, and unity within our

Thank you community.

Sharmistha Sarkar

1 J NP 025 Page |11
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Mitali Chaudhery

My name is Mitali Chaudhery. | have literally grown up wit
Bichitra and my fondest memories are of preparing for
Durga Puja be it through dance productions, music, or
volunteering. From the inception of the Bengali organizati
in AnnArbor, Mitali, to the many years of participating in
Bichitra,

| saw my father be President of Bichitra; witnessed my mo
making hundreds of rasgullas for pujas and hold weekend
sleepoversvith my generation of kids at that time as we
prepared Tagore's dance dramas or creative musical prog
and, much later, | served as a Secretary myself.

Growing up amidst all my Mashis and Meshos, Kakis and

Kakus, Bichitra has become like an extended family, cheris

and respected, a community that gave me the

outlet to enrich my life and strengthen my identity. The Bengali culture remains a very important part of my lif
and | treasure sharing this culture and its traditions with the next generation. | am very thankful to be a part g
growing community ad hopeBichitra will continue to be a source of pride for Bengalis in Michigan.

Abhishek Mukherjee - Assistant Treasurer

S!ncg 2021, my journey with | e A
Bichitra has been nothing short = N |
of journey of heart. '

What began as simple participatic ’
something far deepet an T~
experience of belonging and 7 A
togetherness that feels like a fam ‘ '
away from home. Through Path E:id y

been able to appreciate our rich Bengali culture,
heritage, and language. SuSanta Sarkar has been part of Bichitrsince 1981.

Bichitra has been a beautiful way to connect with the | He and his wife Shipra, in earlier time, volunteered fo
essence of being a Bangali. puja and cooking. The couple was included in the
Taking part in Bohurupee dramas, fashion shows, and| Singing groups within Bangla community. Later,
cultural programsas allowedne to celebrate and relive| Organized a singing group with younger members tha
traditions close to my heart. Helping organize performed at various occasions. Agsavard, he was
events such as Durga Puja, Saraswati Riljeastmas, nominated for President. After retirement, he plays a
and Utsav 50 has been equally rewarding. lot of tennis and pickle ball, reads whatever takes his
fancy, and tries to follow his passion for performing
arts. He is blessed with two sons, one daugimdaw,
two grandchildren,wo grand dogs, and a wife.

This year, being entrusted with the role of Assistant
Treasurer and Governing Body membdosash an honor
and a humbling responsibility.

0 R WR0S Page |12




Sandip Gangapadhyay Manoranjan Santra:

/ 4
"I moved to Michigan in 2012 and have attended
Durga Pujo at various places. However, the warmth
and familylike welcome at Bichitra is unmatched. |
have been part of Bichitra Durga Pujo for the past
four years, and this is my first year on the governin
b2Reé€® L Y RNIgy (G2 .AO
culture and its supportive community, which
embraces both adults and children. | also love —
traveling and photography, and enjoy capturing SeniorAdvisor

yzysyda d . AOKAUNI Q& 9 working department of Ophthalmology ataghe
StateUniversity.

Finding Our North Star in Michiga@ur Journey with Bichitra

When my family joined me here #019 we longed for the familiar
joy of Durga Pujo. Our search led us to Bichitra, which quickly beg :
our home away from home. More than just an organization, it is a
family that supports and uplifts us.

Assistant Treasurer (2024nd now in my new role as

Assistant Endower (202%n the Endowment Committee.

It is a privilege to contribute to our shared future.

Wishing you and your loved ones a prosperous and happy Pujo s

Shubho Bijoya!

Divyendu Banerjee Assistant Endower, 2025 Bichitra

Page |13




Partha Sarathi Das
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Kripa Bandyopadhyay

Youngest member of the
Bichitra Executive
Committee.

| have an MS in Manageme$
from Walsh.

| grew up within the

Bichitra Community and

GGSYRSR ¢NR& t I (K
have a teddy bear canine named ChomChom.

Jhulan Chatterjee - Deputy President

Durga Puja is more than a festivat is the
heartbeat of BichitraEach year, it renews not only
our traditions but also the spirit of the people who
bring them alive with energy, creativity, and
devotion.

My journey with Bichitra began years ago, yet evel
Puja feels like a new beginning. What endures is n
the passage of time but the sense of belonging.
Bichitra is about more than eventst is about
people. Friendships, helping hands, and shared joy
makeit feel like an extended family.

During my Presidency, | withessed the true strengt
of Bichitra our volunteers. From organizers to thog
behind the scenes, their dedication is the foundatid
of this community.

Today, Bichitra feels like a home, full of flavotak,
jhal, and mishti. As we celebrate Durga Puja, may
carry forward this spirit of love, respect, and

collaboration.

Shubho Sharodiya!‘ '

“1 3 R POS
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From the extended Ghosh family
Runadi, Ruby, Larry,

Ravi, Rebecca, Cayden, Cristian

Ctgf Or

Gigi, Partha and Jayanta
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Pujor Adda Registration
Pujor Adda

Sunday, October 5th
30pm  Bichitra Dance Group
6pm  Arati & Sindoor Khela

30pm Snacks

z2pm

ipm
4pm  Lopamudra & Joy

11am

.

.
.
.

iPujo
Noon Anjali

12:30pm Lunch
1
3

8pm  Rathijit and Ensemble

Dinner
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Friday, October 3rd

6pm
7pm

Bahurupi Natok
Bangla School Natok

Saturday, October 4th
30pm Lunch

zpm

30pm Snacks

4pm  Dhaak Competition

.

.
.
.

’Ptg’o
Noon Anjali

ioam
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Rathijit & Ensemble
Fri, Oct 3, 8pm

Rathijit Bhattacharjee is a singer, music director, and mentor from Silchar, Assam, who has worked with

‘-,-. ‘-.\. 45

son

notable artists and is known for his versatility across folk, ghazal, classical, and Sufi music. Rathijit has played
a host of unconventional musical instruments ranging from khamak, dotara to vocal percussions and more.
He has worked in Gulabo Sitabo under the direction of Shantanu Moitra and recently produced two songs
and the background score for the Dev and Mithun Chakraborty starrer Projapati. He was the second runner-
up in Zee Bangla’s Sa Re Ga Ma Pa 2006 and also co-founded the Rathijit Vocal Art Institute with his wife,

Shreya Bhattacharya, to nurture new singing talent.
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Rathijit has also served as a music director for projects in TV, films, and OTT platforms. With Shreya’s
melodious voice and support as well as his team’s talented musicians by his side, Rathijit is mesmerizing
audiences across India.
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Soumyajyoti Ghosh

Introducing Soumyajyoti Ghosh, an accomplished flutist known for his soulful renditions
on the bansuri flute, creating enchanting melodies and technical brilliance. Soumyajyoti
Ghosh brings the bansuri (Indian flute) to life with a balance of tradition and
contemporary flair.

-
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o

A

Soumyajyoti is one of the favourite disciples of the pre-eminent Flute maestro Pt. Ronu
Majumdar and is one of the top recording and performing artistes in the country today.

With a wide repertoire that ranges from Hindustani Classical to jazz, he juggles a busy
international touring schedule with a deeply spiritual approach to music and life. A musica
prodigy, he was an established professional keyboard player while still in his teens and
also plays the Melodica, Penny Whistle and Dvoyanka; in addition to backing vocals and
mouth percussion, he is an artiste of ICCR and Indian television.

Apart from performing in many well-known venues and concerts in India, Soumyajyoti has
also performed overseas in Switzerland, Sweden, Slovenia, Croatia, Germany, Russia,
Belarus, UAE, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, South Africa, Kenya and Uganda.







